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Independent Auditors’ Report
The Shareholder
Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements
Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited (the
Company) which comprise the statement of financial position as at December 31, 2018, and the
statement of comprehensive income, statement of changes in shareholder’s equity and statement
of cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary
of significant accounting policies.
In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Company as at December 31, 2018 and its financial performance and its
cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards.
Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (ISAs). Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditors’ responsibilities for the
audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the Company in
accordance with the International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants’ Code of Ethics for
Professional Accountants (IESBA Code) together with the ethical requirements that are relevant
to our audit of the financial statements in Bermuda, and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements and the IESBA Code. We believe that the
audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
Responsibilities of Management and Board of Directors for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with IFRSs, and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to
enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether
due to fraud or error.
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In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Company’s
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern
and using the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the
Company or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.
The Board of Directors is responsible for overseeing the Company’s financial reporting process.
Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditors’ report
that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee
that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs will always detect a material misstatement when
it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually
or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users
taken on the basis of these financial statements.
As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs, we exercise professional judgment and maintain
professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:
•

Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for
one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

•

Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing
an opinion on the effectiveness of the Company’s internal control.

•

Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by management.
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•

Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists
related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Company’s ability to
continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are
required to draw attention in our auditors’ report to the related disclosures in the financial
statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions
are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditors’ report. However,
future events or conditions may cause the Company to cease to continue as a going concern.

•

Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying
transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with the Board of Directors regarding, among other matters, the planned scope
and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that we identify during our audit.

Hamilton, Bermuda
April 24, 2019
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Consolidated Statement of Comprehensive Income
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

Year Ended December 31
2018
2017
Premiums written
Reinsurance premium assumed (Note 12)
Total premiums written
Reinsurance premiums ceded
Net premiums earned

$ 5,700,310 $ 4,958,819
518,918
519,806
6,219,228
5,478,625
(1,738,308)
4,480,920

(1,726,372)
3,752,253

772,034
387,368
101,555
733,414
1,532,343
8,007,634

691,661
463,346
101,232
733,304
1,419,769
7,161,565

Claims paid (Note 12)
Policyholder benefits paid
Change in provision for future policy benefits (Note 6)
Loss recoveries
Change in reinsurance liabilities (Note 6)
Net insurance benefits and claims

(68,875)
(1,838,279)
472,397
442,287
(844,811)
(1,837,281)

(47,000)
(2,301,941)
6,415,983
897,423
(3,728,363)
1,236,102

Commissions
Amortized deferred acquisition expense (Note 6)
Other underwriting expenses
General and administrative expenses (Note 14)
Total expenses

(493,074)
(244,869)
(172,346)
(3,902,382)
(4,812,671)

(411,864)
(2,913,194)
(102,303)
(3,539,395)
(6,966,756)

Fees and other income earned
Policy service fees on insurance contracts
Policy service fees on investment contracts (Note 13)
Interest earned on loans to policyholders
Net investment income (Notes 4 and 12)
Investment management fees on segregated funds (Note 13)
Net premiums earned, fees and other income

Net income and comprehensive income for the year

$ 1,357,682 $ 1,430,911

See accompanying notes.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Statement of Changes in Shareholder’s Equity
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

Share
Capital
Balance at December 31, 2016
Total comprehensive income for
the year
Balance at December 31, 2017
Total comprehensive income for
the year
Balance at December 31, 2018

Contributed
Surplus

Total Equity
Attributable to
the Equity
Accumulated Holder of the
Deficit
Company

$ 4,000,000 $ 14,812,195 $ (4,321,221) $ 14,490,974
–
–
1,430,911
1,430,911
$ 4,000,000 $ 14,812,195 $ (2,890,310) $ 15,921,885
–
–
1,357,682
1,357,682
$ 4,000,000 $ 14,812,195 $ (1,532,628) $ 17,279,567

See accompanying notes.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Statement of Cash Flows
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

Year Ended December 31
2018
2017
Operating activities
Net income
Adjustments for items not affecting cash:
Depreciation and amortization (Notes 7 and 8)
Net unrealized (gains) loss on investments
Net realized gains on investments
Bond amortization
Operating cash flow before changes in non-cash operating
working capital
Change in non-cash operating working capital (Note 14)
Net cash provided by operating activities
Investing activities
Proceeds from sale of investments
Purchase of investments
Purchase of property, plant, equipment and intangible assets
(Notes 7 and 8)
Repayments from related parties
Net cash used in investing activities
Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year
Cash and cash equivalents at end of year

$ 1,357,682 $ 1,430,911
145,951
119,992
(112,395)
(10,567)
1,500,663
1,146,584
2,647,247

173,089
(94,134)
(121,396)
(17,348)
1,371,122
(998,569)
372,553

4,737,713
(6,900,257)

17,201,974
(21,433,126)

(24,844)
(47,589)
(2,234,977)

(92,811)
52,101
(4,271,862)

412,270
(3,899,309)
1,472,586
5,371,895
$ 1,884,856 $ 1,472,586

See accompanying notes.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)
December 31, 2018
1. General
Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited (the Company) was incorporated in 1991 under the
laws of Bermuda and is licensed as a long term (Class C) insurer under the Insurance Act 1978 of
Bermuda and related regulations to carry on business as an insurance company.
The Company is a wholly owned subsidiary of Colonial Group International Ltd. (the Parent
Company) and principally writes unit linked investment policies, personal pension plans and life
insurance risks. The registered office and principal place of business of the Company is Jardine
House, 33–35 Reid Street, Hamilton, Bermuda.
2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
Statement of Compliance
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with International Financial
Reporting Standards (IFRS) as issued by the International Accounting Standards Board (IASB).
The financial statements, including all notes, were authorized for issue by the Board of Directors
on April 24, 2019.
Basis of Measurement
The financial statements have been compiled on the going concern basis and prepared on the
historical cost basis, except for the financial assets at fair value through profit or loss, which are
stated at fair value, and financial assets carried at amortized cost, which are carried at their
amortized cost value. The statement of financial position is presented in order of liquidity.
Functional and Presentation Currency
The financial statements are presented in Bermuda dollars, the Company’s functional currency.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Foreign Currency Translation
Transactions involving currencies other than the Bermuda dollar are translated at exchange rates
ruling at the time of those transactions. All monetary assets and liabilities originating in such
currencies are translated at the rates ruling at the statement of financial position date. Any profits
or losses on exchange are included in the statement of comprehensive income.
Use of Estimates and Judgments
The preparation of the financial statements in conformity with IFRS requires management to make
judgments, estimates and assumptions that affect the application of accounting policies and the
reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the
date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of income and expenses during the year.
The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and various other
factors that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances, and the results of which form
the basis of making the judgments about carrying values of assets and liabilities that are not readily
apparent from other sources. Actual results may differ from those estimates.
Estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognized in the period in which the estimate is revised if the revision affects only
that period, or in the period of the revision and future periods if the revision affects both current
and future periods.
In particular, information about significant areas of estimation uncertainty and critical judgments
in applying accounting policies that have the most significant effect on the amounts recognized in
the financial statements are described in the Notes 4, 6 and 9.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
The following are the critical judgements that the directors have made in the process of applying
IFRS 15 “Revenue from Contracts with Customers” and that have the most significant effect on
amounts recognized in the financial statements:
Revenue for investment management and administration services is generally recognized
over time, like most services revenue. This is because the customer generally receives and
consumes the benefits from these services simultaneously as the Company performs them.
Promoter fees are calculated based on the market value of the managed assets weekly; this
allocation will typically lead to recognizing the fees as revenue in full at the end of each
month. The consideration is allocated to the distinct time increments of service up to the
measurement date at the end of the month, and all of the variability associated with those
time increments is resolved.
Fair Value Measurement
Fair value is determined based on the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer
a liability in an orderly transaction between market participants. Fair value is measured using the
assumptions that market participants would use when pricing an asset or liability. The Company
determines fair value by using quoted prices in active markets for identical or similar assets or
liabilities. When quoted prices in active markets are not available, fair value is determined using
valuation techniques that maximize the use of observable inputs. When observable valuation inputs
are not available, significant judgment is required to determine fair value by assessing the valuation
techniques and valuation inputs. The use of alternative valuation techniques or valuation inputs
may result in a different fair value. A description of the fair value methodologies and assumptions
by type of asset is included in Note 4.
Cash and Cash Equivalents
For the purposes of the statement of cash flows, the Company considers all cash on hand, time
deposits with an original maturity of three months or less and money market funds which can be
redeemed without penalty as equivalent to cash.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Financial Assets
The Company has the following financial assets: (i) financial assets at fair value through profit or
loss and (ii) financial assets held at amortized cost. Management determines the classification at
initial recognition and is dependent on the nature of the assets and the purpose for which the assets
were acquired. Financial assets are recognized in the Company’s balance sheet when the Company
becomes a party to the contractual provisions of the instrument.
Initial Recognition and Measurement
Financial assets are classified, at initial recognition, as subsequently measured at amortized cost,
fair value through other comprehensive income (OCI), and fair value through profit or loss.
The classification of financial assets at initial recognition depends on the financial asset’s
contractual cash flow characteristics and the Company’s business model for managing them. With
the exception of trade receivables that do not contain a significant financing component or for
which the Company has applied the practical expedient, the Company initially measures a financial
asset at its fair value plus, in the case of a financial asset not at fair value through profit or loss,
transaction costs. Trade receivables that do not contain a significant financing component or for
which the Company has applied the practical expedient are measured at the transaction price
determined under IFRS 15.
In order for a financial asset to be classified and measured at amortized cost or fair value through
OCI, it needs to give rise to cash flows that are ‘solely payments of principal and interest (SPPI)’
on the principal amount outstanding. This assessment is referred to as the SPPI test and is
performed at an instrument level.
The Company’s business model for managing financial assets refers to how it manages its financial
assets in order to generate cash flows. The business model determines whether cash flows will
result from collecting contractual cash flows, selling the financial assets, or both.
Purchases or sales of financial assets that require delivery of assets within a time frame established
by regulation or convention in the market place (regular way trades) are recognized on the trade
date, i.e., the date that the Company commits to purchase or sell the asset.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Subsequent Measurement
For purposes of subsequent measurement, financial assets are classified in four categories:
•

Financial assets at amortized cost (debt instruments)

•

Financial assets at fair value through OCI with recycling of cumulative gains and losses
(debt instruments)

•

Financial assets designated at fair value through OCI with no recycling of cumulative gains
and losses upon de-recognition (equity instruments)

•

Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss

Financial Assets Carried at Amortized Cost
The Company measures financial assets at amortized cost if both of the following conditions are
met:
•

The financial asset is held within a business model with the objective to hold financial
assets in order to collect contractual cash flows

•

The contractual terms of the financial asset give rise on specified dates to cash flows that
are solely payments of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding

Financial assets at amortized cost are subsequently measured using the effective interest rate (EIR)
method and are subject to impairment. Gains and losses are recognized in profit or loss when the
asset is derecognized, modified or impaired.
Financial assets classified as investments at amortized cost include all notes and bonds, loans and
other receivables and term deposits unless at acquisition they have been indicated as being held at
fair value through profit and loss (FVTPL).
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Financial Assets at Fair Value Through OCI (Debt Instruments)
The Company measures debt instruments at fair value through OCI if both of the following
conditions are met:
•

The financial asset is held within a business model with the objective of both holding to
collect contractual cash flows and selling

•

The contractual terms of the financial asset give rise on specified dates to cash flows that
are solely payments of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding

For debt instruments at fair value through OCI, interest income, foreign exchange revaluation and
impairment losses or reversals are recognized in the statement of profit or loss and computed in
the same manner as for financial assets measured at amortized cost. The remaining fair value
changes are recognized in OCI. Upon de-recognition, the cumulative fair value change recognized
in OCI is recycled to profit or loss.
Financial Assets at Fair Value Through OCI (Equity Instruments)
Upon initial recognition, the Company can elect to classify irrevocably its equity investments as
equity instruments designated at fair value through OCI when they meet the definition of equity
under IAS 32 Financial Instruments: Presentation and are not held for trading. The classification
is determined on an instrument-by-instrument basis.
Gains and losses on these financial assets are never recycled to profit or loss. Dividends are
recognized as other income in the statement of profit or loss when the right of payment has been
established, except when the Group benefits from such proceeds as a recovery of part of the cost
of the financial asset, in which case, such gains are recorded in OCI. Equity instruments designated
at fair value through OCI are not subject to impairment assessment.
The Company has not designated any financial assets under this classification.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Financial Assets at Fair Value Through Profit or Loss
Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss include financial assets held for trading,
financial assets designated upon initial recognition at fair value through profit or loss, or financial
assets mandatorily required to be measured at fair value. Financial assets are classified as held for
trading if they are acquired for the purpose of selling or repurchasing in the near term. Financial
assets with cash flows that are not solely payments of principal and interest are classified and
measured at fair value through profit or loss, irrespective of the business model. Notwithstanding
the criteria for debt instruments to be classified at amortized cost or at fair value through OCI, as
described above, debt instruments may be designated at fair value through profit or loss on initial
recognition if doing so eliminates, or significantly reduces, an accounting mismatch.
Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss are carried in the statement of financial position
at fair value with net changes in fair value recognized in the statement of profit or loss.
This category includes listed equity investments which the Company had not irrevocably elected
to classify at fair value through OCI. Dividends on listed equity investments are also recognized
as other income in the statement of profit or loss when the right of payment has been established.
De-recognition
A financial asset is de-recognized when the Company’s rights to contractual cash flows expires,
when the Company transfers substantially all its risks and rewards of ownership or when the
Company no longer retains control.
When the Company has transferred its rights to receive cash flows from an asset or has entered
into a pass- through arrangement, it evaluates if, and to what extent, it has retained the risks and
rewards of ownership. When it has neither transferred nor retained substantially all of the risks and
rewards of the asset, nor transferred control of the asset, the Company continues to recognize the
transferred asset to the extent of its continuing involvement. In that case, the Company also
recognizes an associated liability. The transferred asset and the associated liability are measured
on a basis that reflects the rights and obligations that the Company has retained.
Continuing involvement that takes the form of a guarantee over the transferred asset is measured
at the lower of the original carrying amount of the asset and the maximum amount of consideration
that the Company could be required to repay.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Impairment of Financial Assets
The Company recognizes an allowance for expected credit losses (ECLs) for all debt instruments
not held at fair value through profit or loss. ECLs are based on the difference between the
contractual cash flows due in accordance with the contract and all the cash flows that the Company
expects to receive, discounted at an approximation of the original effective interest rate. The
expected cash flows will include cash flows from the sale of collateral held or other credit
enhancements that are integral to the contractual terms.
The Company’s expected credit loss (“ECL”) calculations are outputs of complex models with a
number of underlying assumptions regarding the choice of variable inputs and their
interdependencies. Elements of the ECL models that are considered accounting judgments and
estimates include:
•

The Company’s criteria for assessing if there has been a significant increase in credit risk,
and so allowances for financial assets should be measured on a Lifetime ECL (“LTECL”)
basis and the qualitative assessment

•

The segmentation of financial assets when their ECL is assessed on a collective basis

•

Development of ECL models, including the various formulas and the choice of inputs

•

Determination of associations between macroeconomic scenarios and economic inputs,
such as unemployment levels and collateral values, and the effect on PDs, Exposure at
Default (“EAD”) and Loss Given Defaults (“LGD”)

•

Selection of forward-looking macroeconomic scenarios and their probability weightings,
to derive the economic inputs into the ECL models
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Under the general approach expected credit losses are categorized into one of three stages. Under
stage 1 of the general approach, each financial asset or financial asset grouping will be measured
for expected credit losses that result from default events that are possible within the 12 months
subsequent to the current fiscal period (12-month ECL). Under stage 2 and 3 of the general
approach, the financial asset or financial asset group must recognize an expected credit loss
allowance for possible default events that may take place over the remaining life of the instrument
(lifetime ECL). The categorization of an individual asset or asset group into stage 1, stage 2 or
stage 3 is determined by whether there was a significant increase in credit risk since the initial
recognition to the reporting date, with the exception that of an asset that is categorized as low credit
risk.
The stage 1 ECL classification is used for low credit risk assets or assets that have shown
significant improvement in credit quality and is reclassified from stage 2 or has had no significant
change in credit risk since initial recognition.
The stage 2 ECL classification is used for assets for which there has been a significant decrease in
credit quality since initial recognition, or stage 3 assets that have shown significant improvement
in credit quality. The stage 3 ECL is reserved for assets considered to be credit impaired.
The Company considers that there has been a significant increase in credit risk when contractual
payments are more than 30 days past due. Further, the Company considers a financial asset in
default when contractual payments are 90 days past due. However, in certain cases, the Company
may also consider a financial asset to be in default when internal or external information indicates
that the Company is unlikely to receive the outstanding contractual amounts in full before taking
into account any credit enhancements held by the Company. A financial asset is written off when
there is no reasonable expectation of recovering the contractual cash flows.
For trade receivables and contract assets, the Company applies a simplified approach in calculating
ECLs. Therefore, the Company does not track changes in credit risk, but instead recognizes a loss
allowance based on lifetime ECLs at each reporting date. The Company has established a provision
matrix that is based on its historical credit loss experience, adjusted for forward-looking factors
specific to the debtors and the economic environment.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Impairment of Non-Financial Assets
The Company assesses, at each reporting date, whether there is an indication that an asset may be
impaired. If any indication exists, or when annual impairment testing for an asset is required, the
Company estimates the asset’s recoverable amount. An asset’s recoverable amount is the higher
of an asset’s fair value less costs of disposal and its value in use. The recoverable amount is
determined for an individual asset, unless the asset does not generate cash inflows that are largely
independent of those from other assets or groups of assets. When the carrying amount of an asset
exceeds its recoverable amount, the asset is considered impaired and is written down to its
recoverable amount.
In assessing value in use, the estimated future cash flows are discounted to their present value
using a discount rate that reflects current market assessments of the time value of money and the
risks specific to the asset. The Company bases its impairment calculation on detailed budgets and
forecast calculations.
Impairment losses are recognized in the statement of comprehensive income. Impairment losses
are reversed only to the extent that the asset’s carrying amount does not exceed the carrying amount
that would have been determined, net of depreciation or amortization, if no impairment loss had
been recognized.
Insurance and Investment Contracts
Insurance contracts are those contracts where the Company has accepted significant insurance risk
from the policyholders by agreeing to compensate the policyholders if a specified uncertain future
event (the insured event) adversely affects the policyholders. Contracts under which the Company
does not accept significant insurance risk are classified as either investment contracts or considered
service contracts and are accounted for in accordance with IFRS 15 “Revenue from Contracts with
Customers”.
Once a contract has been classified as an insurance contract, it remains an insurance contract for
the remainder of its term, even if the insurance risk reduces significantly during this period, unless
all rights and obligations are extinguished or expire.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Long-Term Life Insurance Contracts
Long-term life insurance contracts insure events associated with human life (for example, death)
over a long duration. Premiums are recognized as revenue when they become payable by contract
holder. Premiums are shown before deduction of commission.
Benefits are Recorded as an Expense When They are Incurred.
Life insurance liabilities are recognised when contracts are entered into and premiums are charged.
The liability is determined as the sum of the expected discounted value of the benefit payments
and the future administration expenses that are directly related to the contract, less the expected
discounted value of the contractual premiums. The liability is based on assumptions as to mortality,
persistency, maintenance expenses and investment income that are established at the time the
contract is issued. An inflation assumption is also made. Margins for adverse deviations are
included in the assumptions.
The discount rate used to value the future cash flows is dependent on the portfolio assets held to
support the liabilities for long term insurance contracts. Adjustments are made for default risk,
investment expense, and adverse deviation.
The liabilities are computed on both a direct and reinsurance ceded basis, providing a net reserve
result.
The liabilities are recalculated at each end of reporting period using current assumptions.
Unit-Linked Long Term Insurance Contracts
A unit-linked insurance contract is an insurance contract with an embedded derivative linking
payments on the contract to the value of units of an internal investment fund set by the Company
with the consideration received from the contract holders. This embedded derivative meets the
definition of an insurance contract and is not therefore accounted for separately from the host
insurance contract. The liability for such contracts is adjusted for all changes in the fair value of
the underlying assets.
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Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Expected insurance premiums for these contracts are recognized directly in the liability
computation. Premium suspension rates, contract surrender rates, and the impact of the contract’s
nominal term are recognized. These liability computations recognize anticipated changes in the
unit values as well as expected revenue from policy administration fees, mortality and surrender
charges. As with other insurance contracts, expected future administrative expenses and death and
surrender claims are recognized. The assumed future unit growth rate is 5% and the discount rate
is set at 7%.
Investment Contracts
Investment contract liabilities are recognized when contracts are entered into and premiums are
charged. These liabilities are initially recognized at fair value, this being the transaction price
excluding any transaction costs directly attributable to the issue of the contract. Subsequent to
initial recognition investment, the liability for these contracts is computed as the present value of
future administrative costs allocable to these contracts, and death and withdrawal claims, less
contractual premiums and any charges that are anticipated to be levied. Contractual lapse rates are
applied to develop future expected values.
Fair value of the segregated fund is calculated as the number of units allocated to the policyholder
in each unit-linked fund multiplied by the unit-price of those funds at the reporting date. The fund
assets and fund liabilities used to determine the unit prices at the reporting date are valued on a
basis consistent with their measurement basis in the Company’s statement of financial position.
See note on Segregated Funds. For the liability computation, a 5% level appreciation rate is
assumed and the discount rate is set at a level 7%.
The liability is derecognized when the contract expires, is discharged or is cancelled. For a contract
that can be cancelled by the policyholder, the fair value of the contract cannot be less than the
surrender value.
Aside from those contracts falling under the scope of IFRS 9 and IFRS 4, the Company recognizes
revenue on investment contracts from the following sources:
•

Policy fee

•

Enhanced allocation fee upon investment

•

Promoter fee
20

Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Revenue is measured based on the consideration specified in the contract with the customer and
excludes amounts collected on behalf of third parties. The Company recognizes revenue evenly as
services are provided to customers.
Policy Fee
Covers initial set-up and close down of the contract and changes to the contract at the request of
the policyholder. Premium receipt processing and collecting and processing of documents required
to meet regulatory requirements.
Enhanced Allocation Fee Upon Investment
This fee is collected upon receipt of the policy premium and covers the process of investing the
funds.
Promoter Fee
This fee is collected from the value of the assets held and supports the maintenance of holding the
assets in segregated accounts and producing the weekly asset valuations.
Receivables and Payables Related to Insurance Contracts and Investment Contracts
Receivables and payables are recognized when due. These include amounts due to and from
insurance contract holders, brokers and agents. Receivable balances are recorded at amounts due
less any allowance for estimated uncollectible balances receivable.
Included in the insurance balances receivable, loans to policyholders inclusive of accrued interest.
These loans are fully secured by the cash surrender values on the policies on which the respective
loans are issued.
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2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Deferred Acquisition Costs (DAC)
Deferred acquisition costs represent the cost of acquiring new business, consisting of commission
expenses, policy issuance and other costs, which are directly related to the production of new
business. Deferred acquisition costs on investment contracts (contracts not deemed to have a
significant amount of insurance risk) are amortized over the expected average lives of the
contracts.
Deferred acquisition costs on investment contracts are reviewed for recoverability from future
income on Investment contracts computed as described above and amounts which are deemed
unrecoverable are expensed in the period in which the determination is made.
Reinsurance Contracts Held
The Company uses reinsurance in the normal course of business to manage its risk exposure.
Insurance ceded to a reinsurer does not relieve the Company from its obligations to policyholders.
The Company remains liable to its policyholders for the portion reinsured to the extent that any
reinsurer does not meet its obligations for reinsurance ceded to it under the reinsurance agreements.
Reinsurance assets represent the benefit derived from reinsurance agreements in force at the
reporting date and reinsurance liabilities represent the cost of agreements. Amounts recoverable
from reinsurers are estimated in accordance with the terms of the relevant reinsurance contract.
Premiums ceded and claims reimbursed are presented on a gross basis in the statements of
comprehensive income. Reinsurance assets are not offset against the related insurance contract
liabilities and are presented separately in the statements of financial position.
The Company also assumes business through two reinsurance contracts. The first agreement is a
100% assumption of business of another Bermuda-based direct insurer. The second agreement is
an assumption of a portion of certain group life contracts issued by a Colonial affiliate.
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2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Liability Adequacy Test
At each end of the reporting period, liability adequacy tests are performed to ensure the adequacy
of the contract liabilities. In performing these tests, current best estimates of future contractual
cash flows and claims handling and administration expenses, as well as investment income from
the assets backing such liabilities, are used. Any deficiency is charged to profit or loss through
adjustments to the reserve provisions.
The DAC asset held on the balance sheet solely arises from the sale of products that do not incur
a material insurance risk to the Company. At each end of the reporting period, future cash flow
tests are performed to ensure the adequacy of the DAC asset held. In performing these tests, current
best estimates of future contractual cash flows are compared to the DAC asset held. Any deficiency
is immediately charged to profit or loss initially by writing off DAC to bring the balance sheet
asset in line with the projected future cash flows.
Segregated Funds
Segregated funds arise as a result of the Company issuing investment contracts where the amount
of the benefits ultimately payable is directly linked to the market value of the investments held in
the segregated funds. The trustee of the segregated funds is Clarien Trust Limited, a related party
(Note 11).
Segregated fund net assets are recorded at fair value and primarily include investments in mutual
funds, debt securities, equities, real estate, short-term investments and cash and cash equivalents.
The segregated assets are not available to creditors of the Company and the holders of the unitlinked life and investment contracts have no recourse to the Company’s assets. Segregated funds
liabilities are measured based on the value of the segregated fund assets.
The methodology applied to determine the fair value of investments held in segregated funds is
consistent with that applied to direct investments held by the Company, as described above in the
note Financial Assets. The segregated fund assets and liabilities are presented on separate lines on
the statement of financial position.
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2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Investment return on segregated fund assets belong to policyholders and pension plan holders and
the Company does not bear the risk associated with these assets outside of guarantees offered on
certain variable life and annuity products, for which the underlying investment is segregated funds.
Accordingly, investment income earned by segregated funds and expenses incurred by segregated
funds are offset and are not separately presented in the statement of comprehensive income. Fee
income earned by the Company for managing the segregated funds is included in statement of
comprehensive income.
Property, Plant and Equipment
Property, plant and equipment are recorded at cost less accumulated depreciation and impairment
losses. The cost of replacing a component of an item of property or equipment is recognized in the
carrying amount of the item if it is probable that the future economic benefits embodied within the
part will flow to the Company and its cost can be measured reliably. The carrying amount of the
replaced part is derecognized. The costs of the day-to-day servicing of property and equipment are
recognized as incurred in general and administrative expenses in the statement of comprehensive
income.
Depreciation is charged to general and administrative expenses in the statement of comprehensive
income on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful life of the asset. The estimated useful
lives are as follows:
Computer hardware
Furniture and office equipment
Leasehold improvements

5 years
5 years
shorter of lease term or 10 years

The residual values, useful lives and methods of depreciation of property, plant and equipment are
reviewed at each financial year end and adjusted prospectively, if appropriate.
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2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Identifiable Intangible Assets
Finite-life intangible assets are amortized on a straight-line basis over their useful life. The
Company has classified software costs as intangible assets if they are not an integral part of the
computer equipment. Finite-life intangible assets are recorded at cost less accumulated
amortization. Amortization is provided for on a straight line basis over the following estimated
useful lives.
Computer software

5 years

Investment Income
Interest on cash and debt securities is recorded on an accrual basis. Dividend income is recognized
when the right to receive it is established. For loans and receivables reported at amortized cost,
interest income is calculated using the effective interest rate method and is reported in the
statement of comprehensive income. Investment income on policy loan balances is earned as
accrued.
Leases
Those leases whereby all of the significant risks and rewards of ownership are transferred to the
Company are classified as finance leases. At the commencement of the lease term, finance leases
are recognized as assets and liabilities at the lower of the fair value of the asset and the present
value of the minimum lease payments. The minimum lease payments are apportioned between
finance charges and repayments of the outstanding liability. Finance charges are charged to each
period of the lease term so as to produce a constant rate of interest on the outstanding balance of
the liability.
All other leases are classified as operating leases. Payments made under operating leases, net of
any incentive received from the lessor, are charged to the statement of comprehensive income on
a straight-line basis over the period of the lease.
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2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Defined Contribution Plan
Contributions to the defined contribution plan are recognized as an expense in net income or loss
in the statement of comprehensive income as incurred. A defined contribution plan is a pension
plan under which the Company pays fixed contributions to a separate entity. The Company has no
legal or constructive obligations to pay further contributions if the fund does not hold sufficient
funds to pay all employees the benefits relating to employee service in current and prior periods.
Taxation
Under the laws of Bermuda there is presently no income, withholding or capital gains tax payable
by the Company.
Retiree Health Benefits
Colonial Life employees are part of the Edmund Gibbons Limited Retirees Pension and Health
Insurance benefits (EGL Plan) whereby, the retirees will be reimbursed by the Company for a
portion of the Basic Medical Plan premium from 25% – 100%, depending on the number of years
of service. There is no contractual agreement or stated policy with EGL for charging the Company
its share of net defined benefit cost and therefore, the portion of premium paid for the eligible
retiree is included in expenses.
New Standards, Interpretations and Amendments to Published Standards
New Standards, Amendments and Interpretations Effective and Adopted From the Financial Year
Beginning January 1, 2018
Impact of Application of IFRS 9
The Company applied IFRS 9 retrospectively for the first time effective January 1, 2017. The
nature and effect of the changes as a result of adoption of these new accounting standards are
shown below which resulted in no financial impact.
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2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
The reclassification and measurement of financial assets and liabilities transitioned from IAS 39
to IFRS 9 is shown below:
Asset Classification and
Measurement Category
Under IAS 39

Fair value through Profit or Loss
Available for sale
Held to Maturity Investments
Accounts receivable and accrued interest
Account payables and other liabilities

January 1,
2017
Carrying Value

January 1,
2017
Adjustment

$

$

–
7,145,735
75,125
1,138,902
166,890

–
(7,145,735)
–
–
–

January 1, 2017 Carrying
Value and Measurement
Category Under IFRS 9
Fair Value
Amortized
Through
Cost
Profit or Loss
$ 7,145,735
–
–
–
–

$

–
–
75,125
1,138,902
166,890

The impairment requirements under IFRS 9 mandate that the expected credit loss approach has
replaced the IAS 39 incurred loss approach for the estimation of impairment losses. See further
detail under Note 2 - Impairment of Financial Assets.
The Company has reviewed the ECL for the related investments that it is holding at amortized
costs or FVOCI and determined that any ECL provision would be immaterial and therefore have
not recorded any impairment provision in the results of the Company. It is the Company’s policy
to regularly review its ECL models in the context of actual loss experience and adjust when
necessary.
Several other amendments and interpretations apply for the first time in 2018, but do not have an
impact on the financial statements of the Company.

27

Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
Impact of Application of IFRS 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers
Effective January 1, 2018, the Company adopted IFRS 15 Revenue from Contracts with
Customers, which replaced IAS 18 Revenue and IAS 11 Construction Contracts. It applies to all
contracts with customers except leases, financial instruments and insurance contracts. The standard
establishes a more systematic approach for revenue measurement and recognition by introducing
a five-step model governing revenue recognition. The five-step model requires the Company to (i)
identify the contract with the customer, (ii) identify each of the performance obligations included
in the contract, (iii) determine the amount of consideration in the contract, (iv) allocate the
consideration to each of the identified performance obligations and (v) recognize revenue as each
performance obligation is satisfied.
There are no significant impacts from the adoption of IFRS 15 in relation to the timing of when
the Company recognizes revenues. Therefore, the Company will continue to recognize fee income
charged for services provided as the services are provided (for example on completion of the
underlying transaction). Revenue recognition for net investment income is recognized based on
requirements of IFRS 9.
New Standards, Amendments and Interpretations Issued but not yet Effective From the Financial
Year Beginning January 1, 2018 and not Early Adopted
IFRS 16 Leases was issued in January 2016. The new standard does not significantly change the
accounting for leases for lessors. However, it does require lessees to recognize most leases on their
balance sheets as lease liabilities, with the corresponding right-of-use assets. Lessees must apply
a single model for all recognized leases, but will have the option not to recognize ‘short-term’
leases and leases of ‘low-value’ assets. Generally, the profit or loss recognition pattern for
recognized leases will be similar to today’s finance lease accounting, with interest and depreciation
expense recognized separately in the statement of profit or loss. IFRS 16 is effective for annual
periods beginning on or after January 1, 2019. Early application is permitted provided the new
revenue standard, IFRS 15, is applied on the same date. Lessees must adopt IFRS 16 using either
a full retrospective or a modified retrospective approach. The Company is currently evaluating the
impact of this standard.
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2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued)
IFRS 17 Insurance Contracts was issued in May 2017 and provides a comprehensive new
accounting standard for insurance contracts covering recognition and measurement, presentation
and disclosure. The overall objective of IFRS 17 is to provide an accounting model for insurance
contracts that is more useful and consistent for insurers. IFRS 17 is effective for reporting periods
starting on or after January 1, 2022. Early application is permitted, provided that the Company
also applies IFRS 9 and IFRS 15 on or before the date it first applies IFRS 17. The Company
intends to adopt the standard at it mandatory effective date and is currently evaluating the impact
of this standard.
There were no other such standards, interpretations or amendments to existing standards that are
expected to have a significant impact on the Company.
3. Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents represent current account and demand deposit balances, with 63%
(2017 – 32%) held by Clarien Bank (Note 12), 19% (2017 – 35%) held with unrelated Bermuda
banks, and 18% (2017 – 34%) held by Cayman-based banks.
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4. Financial Assets
At the balance sheet date, financial assets are categorized as follows:
2018
Carrying
Value
At fair value through
profit or loss
Amortized cost

2017
Cost
Amortized
Cost

Carrying
Value

Cost
Amortized
Cost

$

4,258,688 $ 4,518,131 $ 2,433,621 $ 2,592,146
9,591,716
9,591,716
9,251,269
9,251,269
$ 13,850,404 $ 14,109,847 $ 11,684,890 $ 11,843,415

Amortized Cost Investments
Investments held at amortized costs include fixed maturity debt instruments and preferred shares
which mature as follows:
2018
From one year to five years
From five years to ten years
From fifteen years to twenty years
From twenty years to fifty years
Over fifty years

2017

$ 1,093,932 $ 1,471,127
796,235
500,563
114,065
115,133
6,683,118
6,259,859
904,366
904,587
$ 9,591,716 $ 9,251,269

Financial assets carried at amortized cost and comprise of a Bermuda Government debt instrument
maturing in 2020 of $Nil (2017 – $75,094), which has a coupon rate of 5.603%, corporate debt
instruments and US Treasury bonds. The corporate debt instruments and US Treasury bonds have
maturities ranging from 2020 to 2105 with coupon rates ranging from 1.25% and 8.0%. The
Bermuda Government debt instrument maturing in 2020 has a $Nil value (2017 – $75,094) as the
bond was called in Dec 2018. The fair value of these investments at the balance sheet date are
$8,786,733 (2017 – $9,415,942).
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4. Financial Assets (continued)
Financial Assets at amortized cost, include those assets held within a business model whose
objective is to hold financial assets in order to collect contractual cash flows; and the contractual
terms of the financial asset give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments of
principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding. Financial Assets at Amortized Cost are
presented in the Consolidated Statement of Financial Position.
At Fair Value Through Profit or Loss
Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss comprise the following:
Fair
Value
Managed funds
US Government bonds
Common equity securities

2018
Amortized
Cost

Fair
Value

2017
Amortized
Cost

$

69,739 $ 136,920 $ 576,046 $ 555,961
4,135,953
4,144,520
1,799,460
1,799,494
52,996
236,691
58,115
236,691
$ 4,258,688 $ 4,518,131 $ 2,433,261 $ 2,592,146

The managed investment funds owned by the Company invest in a number of different types of
investments which include: large cap, small cap, and emerging market equity, U.S. bonds, high
yield bonds and alternative investments which can include private equity. These investments are
subject to the conditions and restrictions as further defined in the terms of the offering of each
fund, which are usually contained in a formal offering memoranda. Such offering memoranda
generally define the nature and types of investments in which a managed fund can invest and
provide for specified procedures regarding further investment in and redemption from the
particular fund.
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Whilst investments in managed investment funds can achieve investment diversification, these
investments can also subject the Company to a concentration of risk in one company or investment
strategy. Because the investments in managed investment funds can only be redeemed or
transferred in accordance with the terms of the offering of the particular fund, generally weekly,
monthly, or quarterly, the ability of the Company to realize such investments may be restricted.
The investment portfolio is monitored by the Investment Committee and is subject to investment
guidelines approved by the Board of Directors.
The maturity profile of fixed maturity securities, comprising US Government debt, categorized at
fair value through profit or loss, at their carrying value as at the Statement of Financial Position
date is as follows:
December 31
2018
2017
Due less than one year
Due from one through five years

$ 1,439,598 $ 1,799,460
2,696,355
–
$ 4,135,953 $ 1,799,460

For managed funds, the Company’s largest concentration in any one fund is 0.4% of total
investments (2017 – 2%). The security is a Bermuda based hedge fund. For equity securities, the
Company’s largest concentration in any one investee is 0.2% of total investments (2017 – 0.3%).
The next largest concentration is 0.1% (2017 – 0.2%). The Company’s largest Bond concentration
in any one holding is a US Treasury bill which is 7.2% (2017 – 15%) of the total investments. The
next largest is 6.3% (2017 – 8%).
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Fair Value Measurement
The Company categorizes its fair value measurements according to a three-level hierarchy. The
hierarchy prioritizes the inputs used by the Company’s valuation techniques. A level is assigned
to each fair value measurement based on the lowest level input significant to the fair value
measurement in its entirety. The three levels of the fair value hierarchy are defined as follows:
Level 1 – Quoted (unadjusted) market prices in active markets for identical instruments.
Level 2 – Fair value measurements using inputs other than quoted prices included within
Level 1 that are observable for the asset or liability, either directly or indirectly. These include
quoted prices for similar assets and liabilities in active markets, quoted prices for identical or
similar assets and liabilities in inactive markets, inputs that are observable that are not prices
(such as interest rates, credit risks, etc.) and inputs that are derived from or corroborated by
observable market data. Most debt securities are classified within Level 2.
Level 3 – Model derived valuations in which one or more significant inputs or significant value
drivers are unobservable. These measurements include circumstances in which there is little,
if any, market activity for the asset or liability. In making the assessment, the Company
considers factors specific to the asset or liability and such an assessment will involve
significant management judgment. Because of the inherent uncertainty in the valuation of these
Level 3 investments, fair values of such investments may differ from the values that would
have been used had a ready market for these investments existed, and the differences could be
material.
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The following table presents the Company’s fair value hierarchy for those assets or liabilities
measured at fair value and for which fair values are disclosed as of December 31, 2018:
Level 1
Financial assets at fair
value through profit or
loss
Managed funds
US Government bonds
Common equity securities
Assets for which fair
values are disclosed
Amortized cost
Segregated fund assets
(Note 11)
Total

Level 2

$

– $
4,135,953
19,000
$ 4,154,953 $
$

504,190 $

Level 3

Total

– $
–
–
– $

69,739 $
–
33,996
103,735 $

69,739
4,135,953
52,996
4,258,688

8,282,543 $

– $

8,786,733

$
– $ 66,715,091 $
$ 4,659,143 $ 74,997,634 $

– $ 66,715,091
103,735 $ 79,760,512

The following table presents the Company’s fair value hierarchy for those assets or liabilities
measured at fair value and for which fair values are disclosed as of December 31, 2017:
Level 1
Financial assets at fair
value through profit or
loss
Managed funds
US Government bonds
Common equity securities
Assets for which fair
values are disclosed
Amortized cost
Segregated fund assets
(Note 11)
Total

$

Level 2

Level 3

Total

365,400 $
1,799,460
27,500
$ 2,192,360 $

147,711 $
–
–
147,711 $

62,935 $
–
30,615
93,550 $

576,046
1,799,460
58,115
2,433,621

$ 9,335,417 $

80,525 $

– $

9,415,942

$
– $ 76,911,217 $
$ 11,527,777 $ 77,139,453 $

– $ 76,911,217
93,550 $ 88,760,780
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There was a reclassifications of investments between Level 1 and Level 2 during the years ended
December 31, 2018 and 2017 amortized cost assets. All corporate bond holding were classed as
Level 1 for December 31, 2017 and have now been re-classed to Level 2.
(a) Financial Assets in Level 1
The fair value of investments traded in active markets is based on quoted market prices at the
balance sheet date. A market is regarded as active if quoted prices are readily and regularly
available from an exchange, dealer, broker, industry group, pricing service, or regulatory agency,
and those prices represent actual and regularly occurring market transactions on an arm’s length
basis. The quoted market price used for financial assets held by the Company is the current bid
price. These investments are included in Level 1. Investments included in Level 1 comprise
primarily domestic and foreign quoted equity shares and managed funds.
(b) Financial Assets in Level 2 and Level 3
The fair value of investments that are not traded in an active market is determined by using
valuation techniques. These valuation techniques maximize the use of observable market data
where it is available and rely as little as possible on entity specific estimates.
Specific valuation techniques include market standard valuation methodologies, which include
discounted cash flow analysis, consensus pricing from various broker dealers that are typically the
market makers, or other similar techniques. The assumptions and valuation inputs in applying these
market standard valuation methodologies are determined primarily using observable market
inputs, which include, but are not limited to, benchmark yields, reported trades of identical or
similar instruments, broker-dealer quotes, issuer spreads, bid prices, and reference data including
market research publications. In limited circumstances, non-binding broker quotes are used. If all
significant inputs required to fair value an investment are observable, the investment is included
in Level 2. Investments included in Level 2 comprise primarily corporate debt securities and
managed funds.
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4. Financial Assets (continued)
Fair values of the Company’s interests in unquoted managed fund investments are based upon the
Net Asset Values of the underlying investment funds as reported by the investment managers, or
their independent administrators. The Company’s ability to redeem its managed fund investments
at the reported net asset value per share (or its equivalent) determines whether the managed fund
investment is categorized within Level 2 or Level 3 of the fair value hierarchy. If the managed
fund can be redeemed within a time period of 3 months with no gates or other redemption
restrictions it is classified within Level 2. Otherwise the managed fund is classified within Level 3.
Level 3 common equity securities represent holdings not on a recognized stock exchange and are
valued at book value less a discount to recognize illiquidity.
(c) Financial Assets in Level 3
The following table provides a summary of the changes in fair value of the Company’s Level 3
financial assets for the year ended December 31, 2018:
Managed
Funds
Beginning balance at January 1, 2018
$
Movement in unrealized gains (losses)
Sales
Transfers into/out of Level 3
Ending balance at December 31, 2018
$
Total gains for the year included in income
on Level 3 assets (recognized in
investment income)
$

Common
Equities

Total

62,935 $
6,804
–
–
69,739 $

30,615 $
3,381
–
–
33,996 $

93,550
10,185
–
–
103,735

6,804 $

3,381 $

10,185

36

Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

4. Financial Assets (continued)
The following table provides a summary of the changes in fair value of the Company’s Level 3
financial assets for the year ended December 31, 2017:
Managed
Funds
Beginning balance at January 1, 2017
$
Realized gains
Movement in unrealized gains (losses)
Sales
Transfers into/out of Level 3
Ending balance at December 31, 2017
$
Total gains (losses) for the year included in
income on Level 3 assets (recognized in
investment income)
$

Common
Equities

Total

595,383 $
15,050
(2,853)
(493,732)
(50,913)
62,935 $

5,305 $
–
(25,603)
–
50,913
30,615 $

600,688
15,050
(28,456)
(493,732)
–
93,550

12,197 $

(25,603) $

(13,406)

A review of the fair value hierarchy classifications is conducted on an ongoing basis. Changes in
the observability of valuation inputs may result in a reclassification for certain financial assets and
liabilities. Reclassifications impacting Level 3 of the fair value hierarchy are reported as transfers
in/out of the Level 3 category as of the beginning of the period in which the reclassifications occur.
Investment Income
Investment income comprises the following:

Interest and dividend income on investments
Interest income relating to amounts due from related
companies
Realized gains on sale of investments
Net unrealized (losses) gains on investments
Bond amortization
Investment management fees

2018

2017

$

402,796 $

174,240

$

368,057
112,395
(119,992)
10,567
(40,409)
733,414 $

375,924
121,396
94,134
17,348
(49,739)
733,303
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5. Accounts and Insurance Receivables
Premiums receivable, included in insurance receivables, are presented net of an allowance for
doubtful accounts of $4,510 (2017 – $4,310). The Company decreased allowance for doubtful
accounts in 2018 by $200 (2017 – $380).
Included in accounts receivable at December 31, 2018 are $327,592 (2017 – $341,172) Promoter
fee revenue from contracts with clients.
6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable
Composition of the provision for future policy benefits and policyholder benefits payable is as
follows:
2018
Participating:
Individual life
Non-participating:
Individual life
Universal life
Annuities
Total provision for future policy benefits
Add: Policyholder benefits payable

2017

$ 7,134,411 $ 7,629,360
(2,411,466) (2,511,138)
(10,888,343) (10,542,610)
3,274,092
3,005,479
(2,891,306) (2,418,909)
3,609,189
4,747,834
$ 717,883 $ 2,328,925

Policyholder Benefits Payable
Policyholder benefits payable is comprised of policyholder dividends on deposit and other
insurance benefits payable on reported claims and surrenders.
Dividends on deposit represent provision for the policyholders’ share of earnings on participating
business. The Company discontinued dividends with effect from January 1, 2009.
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6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable (continued)
As of December 31, 2018, dividends on deposit of $2,195,953 (2017 – $2,337,375) and accrued
deposit interest of $523,587 (2017 – $497,815) are included in policyholder benefits payable. For
the year ended December 31, 2018, interest on dividends on deposit of $62,490 (2017 – $69,453)
is included in insurance benefits in the statement of comprehensive income.
Provision for Future Policy Benefits
Changes in provision for future policy benefits during the year are as follows:
2018
Gross
Ceded
Provision for future policy
benefits, beginning of year
$ (2,418,909) $ 6,977,469 $
Change in reserves for existing
business on non-investment
plans and impact of (increase)
decrease in net asset value of
2,259,599
(364,819)
segregated funds
Change in assumptions or
methodology
(1,817,995)
973,434
Addition for changes in modelling
Reserve for new business
(914,001)
236,196
(Decrease) increase in actuarial
liabilities
(472,397)
844,811
Provision for future policy
benefits, end of year
$ (2,891,306) $ 7,822,280 $

2017
Net
4,558,560

1,894,780

Gross

Ceded

Net

$ 3,997,074 $ 3,249,106 $ 7,246,180

(1,565,064)

248,748

(1,316,316)

(677,805)

(3,704,449)
–
(1,146,470)

3,193,132
–
286,483

(511,317)
–
(859,987)

372,414

(6,415,983)

3,728,363

(2,687,620)

(844,561)

4,930,974

$ (2,418,909) $ 6,977,469 $ 4,558,560

The Company estimates the present value of future policy benefits related to long duration
contracts using assumptions for investment yields, mortality, and expenses, including a provision
for adverse deviation. The Company’s Appointed Actuary is responsible for determining the
amount of life and annuity policy reserve in accordance with standards established by the Canadian
Institute of Actuaries. Insurance contract liabilities, net of reinsurance assets, have been
determined using the Canadian PPM (Policy Premium Method) method as permitted by IFRS 4
“Insurance Contracts”.
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6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable (continued)
Certain life insurance and annuity contracts provide the holder with a guarantee that the benefit
received upon death will be no less than a minimum prescribed amount. The contracts are
accounted for in accordance with the authoritative guidance on Accounting and Reporting by
Insurance Enterprises for Certain Long-Duration Contracts and for Separate Accounts, which
requires that the best estimate of future experience be combined with actual experience to
determine the anticipated benefits used to calculate the policy benefit reserve.
The Company examines the assumptions used in determining the provision for future policy
benefits and policyholder benefits payable on an ongoing basis to ensure they appropriately reflect
emerging experience and changes in risk profile.
The Company uses best estimate assumptions for expected future experience. Some assumptions
relate to events that are anticipated to occur many years in the future and are likely to require
subsequent revision. Additional provisions are included in provision for future policy benefits to
provide for possible adverse deviations from management’s best estimates. If the assumption is
more susceptible to change or if there is uncertainty about the underlying best estimate assumption,
a correspondingly larger provision is included in provision for future policy benefits.
With the passage of time and resulting reduction in estimation risk, excess provisions are released
into income. In recognition of the long-term nature of provision for future policy benefits, the
margin for possible deviations generally increases for contingencies further in the future. The best
estimate assumptions and margins for adverse deviations are reviewed annually, and revisions are
made as deemed necessary and prudent. The margins for adverse deviation are in accordance with
applicable actuarial guidelines.
Assumptions and Sensitivities
Mortality
Mortality refers to the rates at which death is expected to occur for defined groups of people.
Insurance mortality assumptions are based on industry experience specific for the jurisdictions
where the Company writes business, since the Company’s own experience is insufficient to be
statistically fully credible.
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6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable (continued)
For all life insurance products (products with (Unit-Linked Long Term Insurance Contracts UL))
and without segregated assets) an increase in mortality would have an adverse impact on financial
results. A permanent 10% increase in mortality for the non-segregated asset products would
necessitate a reserve increase of $220,033 (2017 – $193,749) and for life insurance products with
segregated assets (UL) a reserve increase of $327,745 (2017– $298,957). Non-insurance products
with segregated assets have an insignificant death benefit and mortality changes would have
virtually no impact on income.
For immediate (payout) annuities, a permanent 10% decrease in mortality would require a decrease
of income and a reserve increase of $85,565 (2017 – $78,714).
For both life insurance products and annuities a mortality improvement assumption is made. For
life insurance products improvement is assumed in accordance with recent Canadian Institute of
Actuaries guidance.
Investment Return and Interest Rate
Assets are segmented to correspond to the different liability categories of the Company. Cash flow
matching has been addressed under a level economic scenario. These fixed income assets are of
high quality and, along with policy loans, provide a gross investment income rate. Investment
expenses, default provisions and margins are incorporated to produce a final, net, discount rate.
Interest rate risk associated with this assumption is measured by determining the effect on the
present value of the projected net asset and liability cash flows of the Company of an immediate
1% increase or an immediate 1% decrease in the level of reserve discount rates.
The effect of an immediate 1% increase in discount rates on life insurance contracts (those without
segregated funds) would be to decrease the present value of these net projected cash flows by
approximately $2,333,065 (2017 – $2,154,475).
The effect of an immediate 1% decrease in discount rates would be to increase the present value
of these net projected cash flows by approximately $3,831,188 (2017 – $3,600,501).
The impact of discount rate changes on segregated fund life insurance and segregated fund noninsurance contracts would be small, less than $75,000 for either an increase or decrease in the
discount rate.
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6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable (continued)
The effect of an immediate 1% increase in discount rates on immediate annuities would be to
decrease reserves by $233,297 (2017 – $210,365), and the effect of an immediate 1% decrease in
discount rates on annuities would be to increase reserves by $266,979 (2017 – $240,352).
The company incorporates a 75 basis point margin in its discount rates for fixed dollar life
insurance and a 200 bp margin in all segregated fund business discount rates.
Policy Termination Rates (Lapse Rates)
Policyholders may allow their policies to terminate prior to the end of the contractual coverage
period by choosing not to continue to pay premiums or by exercising one of the non-forfeiture
options in the contract. Assumptions for termination experience on life insurance are based on
industry experience. Termination rates may vary by product/plan, age at issue, method of premium
payment, and policy duration. For universal life policies it is also necessary to set assumptions
about premium cessation occurring prior to termination of the policy. A 10% adverse change in
the assumption for policy termination would decrease net income and shareholder’s equity by
approximately $765,671 (2017 – $796,340).
Operating Expenses and Inflation
Policy liabilities include an estimate for future policy-related expenses. These include the costs of
premium collection, claims adjudication and processing, actuarial calculations, preparation and
mailing of policy statements and related indirect expenses and overheads. Expense assumptions
are mainly based on recent Company experience using an internal expense allocation
methodology. Future expense assumptions reflect inflation. The sensitivity of actuarial liabilities
to a 10% increase in unit expenses Company-wide would result in a decrease in net income and
shareholder’s equity of approximately $1,144,466 (2017 – $1,050,492).
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6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable (continued)
The composition of the assets supporting the liabilities of provision for future policy benefits as at
December 31, 2018 is as follows:

Cash and Cash
Equivalents
Participating:
Individual life
$
Non-participating:
Annuities
Provision for future
policy benefits
Policy benefits payable
Positive provision for
future policy benefits $
Negative provision for
future policy benefits

1,884,856 $

Financial
Assets

2018
Accounts
Amounts Due
Receivable and From Related
Other Assets Companies

Total

5,249,555 $

– $

– $

7,134,411

–

3,274,092

–

–

3,274,092

1,884,856
–

8,523,647
3,609,189

–
–

–
–

10,408,503
3,609,189

– $

– $ 14,017,692

1,884,856 $ 12,132,836 $

$

(13,299,809)
717,883
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6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable (continued)
The composition of the assets supporting the liabilities of provision for future policy benefits as at
December 31, 2017 is as follows:
2017

Participating:
Individual life
Non-participating:
Annuities
Provision for future policy
benefits
Policy benefits payable
Positive provision for
future policy benefits
Negative provision for
future policy benefits

Cash and
Cash
Equivalents

Financial
Assets

$ 1,472,586

$ 6,156,774

–

3,005,479

1,472,586
–
$ 1,472,586

Accounts
Receivable
and Other
Assets

Amounts
Due From
Related
Companies

$

$

–

Total

–

$ 7,629,360

–

–

3,005,479

9,162,253
2,522,637

–
2,225,197

–
–

10,634,839
4,747,834

$ 11,684,890

$ 2,225,197

–

$ 15,382,673

$

(13,053,748)
$ 2,328,925

Deferred Acquisition Costs
The following reflects the amounts of acquisition costs deferred and amortized as of and for the
year ended:
2018
Deferred acquisition costs, beginning of year
Expenses capitalized
Amortization expense

$
$

2017

844,707 $ 3,530,412
129,635
227,489
(244,869) (2,913,194)
729,473 $ 844,707
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6. Provision for Future Policy Benefits and Policyholder Benefits Payable (continued)
The Company for the year ended December 31, 2017, reviewed the balance of deferred acquisition
costs it was holding on the balance sheet for 2008 and prior years and determined that a significant
number of the policies issued in those years are no longer active and therefore expensed a
significant portion (approximately 60%) of the deferred acquisition costs related to those years.
7. Property, Plant and Equipment
Property, plant and equipment as at December 31, 2018, comprise the following:
2017
Costs
Leasehold improvements
Computer hardware
Furniture and fixtures

$
$

609,298 $
749,845
313,001
1,672,144 $

2017
Accumulated depreciation
Leasehold improvements
$
Computer hardware
Furniture and fixtures
Total
$
Net book value
$

Purchases
– $
24,696
148
24,844 $

Depreciation
Expense

567,699 $
501,111
309,628
1,378,438 $
293,706

41,471 $
83,176
1,140
125,787 $

Disposals

2018

– $ 609,298
–
774,541
–
313,149
– $ 1,696,988

Disposals

2018

– $ 609,170
–
584,287
–
310,768
– $ 1,504,225
$ 192,763
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7. Property, Plant and Equipment (continued)
Property, plant and equipment as at December 31, 2017, comprise the following:
2016
Costs
Leasehold improvements
Computer hardware
Furniture and fixtures

Purchases

$

609,298 $

$

657,515
313,001
1,579,814 $

– $
92,330
–
92,330 $

Depreciation
Expense

2016
Accumulated depreciation
$
Leasehold improvements
Computer hardware
Furniture and fixtures
Total
$
Net book value
$

Disposals

506,769 $

423,766
308,373
1,238,908 $
340,906

2017

– $ 609,298
–
749,845
–
313,001
– $ 1,672,144

Disposals

60,930 $
77,345
1,255
139,530 $

2017

– $ 567,699
–
501,111
–
309,628
– $ 1,378,438
$ 293,706

8. Intangible Assets
Intangible assets comprising computer software as at December 31, 2018, are detailed below:
2017
Costs
Computer software

Additions

$ 923,025 $
2017

Amortization
Expense

Accumulated depreciation
Computer software
$ 890,533 $
Net book value

$

32,492

– $

20,164 $

Disposals

2018

– $
Disposals

923,025
2018

– $

910,697

$

12,328
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8. Intangible Assets (continued)
Intangible assets comprising computer software as at December 31, 2017, are detailed below:
2016
Costs
Computer software

Additions

$ 922,544 $

481 $

Amortization
Expense

2016
Accumulated depreciation
Computer software
$ 856,974 $
Net book value

$

65,570

Disposals

33,559 $

2017
– $

Disposals

923,025
2017

– $

890,533

$

32,492

9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments
The activities of the Company involve the use of insurance contracts and financial instruments. As
such, the Company is exposed to insurance risks and financial risks. This note presents information
about the Company’s exposure to each of the above risks, the objectives, policies, and processes
for measuring and managing risk, and the Company’s management of capital. Further quantitative
disclosures are included throughout these financial statements.
The Board of Directors has overall responsibility for the establishment and oversight of the
Company’s risk management framework. The Company is also guided by the risk management
framework of its ultimate parent. The Board and the Company’s parent have established an
Investment Committee, Risk Oversight Committee and Audit Committee, which along with the
President and CEO of the Company are responsible for developing and monitoring the Company’s
risk management policies. The committees and President regularly to the Board of Directors on
their activities.
The risk management policies are established to identify and analyze the risks faced by the
Company, to set appropriate risk limits and controls, and to monitor risks, and adherence to limits.
Risk management policies and systems are reviewed regularly to reflect changes in market
conditions and the Company’s activities. The Company, through its training and management
standards and procedures, aims to develop a disciplined and constructive control environment in
which all employees understand their roles and obligations.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
The Audit Committee and Risk Oversight Committee of the Parent company are standing
committees of the Board of Directors and assist the Board in fulfilling its oversight responsibilities
relating to the financial reporting process, internal accounting and financial controls, audit and risk
review process, risk assessment and risk management and compliance with legal and regulatory
requirements. The Audit Committee, Risk Oversight Committee and Investment Committee meet
at least three times per annum and report to the Board on their performance with respect to their
respective terms of reference.
The principles used by the Company in managing its risks are set out below:
Insurance Risk
The Company provides life insurance and accidental death benefits coverage as well as investment
and savings products in Bermuda, Cayman, British Virgin Islands and internationally. Life
insurance contracts offered by the Company include: whole life, term assurance, single premium
immediate annuity and variable life.
Whole life and term assurance are conventional regular premium products when lump sum benefits
are payable on death.
All life insurance policies include the option to purchase contribution protection benefits that
provide for payment of contributions on behalf of policyholders in periods of total disability.
The main risks that the Company is exposed to are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Mortality risk – risk of loss arising due to policyholder death experience being different
than expected.
Longevity risk – risk of loss arising due to the annuitant living longer than expected.
Investment return risk – risk of loss arising from actual returns being different than
expected.
Expense risk – risk of loss arising from expense experience being different than expected
and the risk of future inflation causing expenses to be higher than projected, thus impacting
reserves.
Policyholder decision risk – risk of loss arising due to policyholder experiences (lapses and
surrenders) being different than expected.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
These risks do not vary significantly in relation to the location of the risk insured by the Company,
type of risk insured or by industry.
Please refer to Note 6 for the concentration of life insurance and investment contract liabilities by
type of contract.
Mortality Risk
Mortality risk is the risk that future experience could be worse than the assumptions used in the
pricing and valuation of products. Mortality risk can arise in the normal course of business through
random fluctuation in realized experience, through catastrophes, or in association with other risk
factors such as product development and pricing or model risk.
The Company maintains underwriting standards to determine the insurability of applicants. Claim
trends are monitored on an ongoing basis. Exposure to large claims is managed by establishing
policy retention limits, which vary by market and geographic location. Policies in excess of the
limits are reinsured with other companies. The impact of a 10% change in the mortality assumption
is disclosed in Note 6.
Longevity Risk
Longevity risk is the potential for economic loss, accounting loss or volatility in earnings arising
from uncertain adverse changes in rates of mortality improvement relative to the assumptions used
in the pricing and valuation of products. This risk can manifest itself slowly over time as
socioeconomic conditions improve and medical advances continue. It could also manifest itself
more quickly, for example, due to medical breakthroughs that significantly extend life expectancy.
Longevity risk affects contracts where benefits are based upon the likelihood of survival (for
example, annuities, pensions and pure endowments). The impact of a 10% change in the mortality
assumption is disclosed in Note 6.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
Investment Return Rate
The Company’s policy of closely matching asset cash flows with those of the corresponding
liabilities is designed to mitigate the Company’s exposure to future changes in interest rates. The
interest rate risk positions are monitored on an ongoing basis. Under CALM, the reinvestment rate
is developed using interest rate scenario testing and reflects the interest rate risk positions.
Equities, bonds and other long-duration assets are used to support liabilities where investment
return experience is passed back to policyholders through dividends or credited investment return
adjustments. Bonds, policy loans and other long-duration assets are also used to support long-dated
obligations in the Company’s annuity and life insurance businesses that is for long-dated insurance
obligations on contracts where the investment return risk is borne by the Company.
The impact of a 1% change in the investment return rate assumption is disclosed in Note 6.
Expense Risk
Expense risk is the risk that future expenses are higher than the assumptions used in the pricing
and valuation of products. This risk can arise from general economic conditions, unexpected
increases in inflation, slower than anticipated growth or reduction in productivity leading to
increase in unit expenses. Expense risk occurs in products where the Company cannot or will not
pass increased costs onto the customer and will manifest itself in the form of a liability increase or
a reduction in expected future profits.
The Company closely monitors expenses through an annual budgeting process and ongoing
monitoring of any expense gaps between unit expenses assumed in pricing and actual expenses.
The impact of a 10% change in the unit expenses assumption is disclosed in Note 6.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
Policyholder Decision Risk
Policies are terminated through lapses and surrenders, where lapses represent the termination of
policies due to nonpayment of premiums and surrenders represent the voluntary termination of
policies by policyholders. Premium persistency represents the level of ongoing deposits on
contracts where there is policyholder discretion as to the amount and timing of deposits.
The Company seeks to design products that minimize financial exposure to lapse, surrender and
other policyholder decision risk. The Company monitors lapse, surrender and other policyholder
decision experience. The impact of a 10% change in the policy termination rates assumption is
disclosed in Note 6.
Reinsurance Protection
In the normal course of business, the Company limits the amount of loss on any one policy by
reinsuring certain levels of risk with other insurers. Reinsurance ceded does not discharge the
Company’s liability as the primary insurer. In the event that the reinsurers are unable to meet their
obligations under the reinsurance agreements, the Company would also be liable for the reinsured
amount.
Life Risks
Reinsurance agreements are in place for individual life business. The Company does not assure
any individual life risks in excess of the reinsurers’ limits. The individual life business is reinsured
on claims in excess of $100,000 domestically (2017 – $100,000) and $100,000 internationally
(2017 – $100,000) with the reinsurers’ limit being $3,000,000. However the Company’s reinsurer
has made exceptions on individual considerations and has accepted higher limits.
From January 1, 2012 the Company assumed 50% of the domestic group life book of business
written by an affiliate, Colonial Medical Insurance Company Limited, and assumed a net retention
equal to 20% of the first $250,000 per insured.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
Accidental Death Benefit
The reinsurer can participate in risks up to $1,000,000 of accidental death benefit (ADB) per life
with all carriers. The Company does not insure any individual ADB risks in excess of the
reinsurer’s limits. The Company does not retain any exposure to ADB risks.
Financial Risk
The Company has exposure to the following risks from its use of financial instruments:
•

credit risk

•

liquidity risk

•

market risk

The nature and extent of the financial instruments outstanding at the balance sheet date and the
risk management policies of the Company are discussed below:
Credit Risk
Credit risk is the risk that a counterparty to a financial instrument will fail to discharge an
obligation or commitment that it has entered into with the Company. The Company’s maximum
credit risk exposure is the carrying value of assets less any provisions for irrecoverable amounts.
The Company is exposed to credit risk in the following areas:
Cash and Investments
Investment asset allocation is determined by the Company’s investment manager who manages
the distribution of the assets to achieve the Company’s investment objectives. Divergence from
target asset allocations and the composition of the portfolio is monitored by the Company’s Board
of Directors and the Parent’s Investment Committee. Details of concentrations of cash and cash
equivalents and investments are disclosed in Notes 3 and 4.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
Insurance Balance Receivable
The Company’s exposure to credit risk is influenced by the financial stability of entities and
individuals purchasing insurance products. This credit risk is controlled by monitoring the aging
of all amounts outstanding on an ongoing basis and monitoring the customers’ financial health by
reference to the media and discussions with the customers. A provision is made for non-recovery
if considered necessary.
Collateral is not held against any of the outstanding balances, however the Company has the right
to cancel the policy for non-payment. Cancellation or extension of the terms of credit is instituted
on a case by case basis.
Reinsurance Balances Receivable
Reinsurance contracts do not relieve the Company from its obligations to policyholders. Failure of
reinsurers to honor their obligations could result in losses to the Company; consequently,
allowances are established for amounts deemed uncollectible. The Company evaluates the
financial condition of its reinsurers and monitors concentrations of credit risk arising from similar
geographic regions, activities, or economic characteristics of its reinsurers to minimize the
exposure to significant losses from reinsurer insolvencies.
The Company reviews the creditworthiness of reinsurers on an annual basis and only enters and
maintains contracts with reinsurers that (1) have been rated as A+ or higher by the AM Best credit
rating agency and (2) have in excess of $500 million in capital and surplus. Current financial
statements for the reinsurers are reviewed annually. Based on the individual reinsurance
agreements, the Company may have the right to offset amounts due to reinsurers against any
amounts due from reinsurers.
Amounts due from reinsurers are assessed regularly, for any indication of impairment. At
December 31, 2018, losses recoverable from reinsurers were due from two reinsurers who all have
an A.M. Best rating of at least A. At year end there is no significant credit risk associated with any
of the Company’s reinsurers.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
Related-Party and Other Receivables
Amounts due from related parties and other receivables are assessed and monitored on a monthly
basis for any indication of impairment. As at December 31, 2018, $6.41 million (2017 – $6.42
million) of amounts due from related parties were due from Gibbons Management Services
Limited, representing 99% (2017 – 99%) of total amounts due from related parties. As at
December 31, 2018, all amounts were considered to be collectible.
The following table analyses the aging of the Company’s receivables:
Losses
Accounts
Receivable Recoverable
Insurance
From
Balances and Accrued
Reinsurers
Interest
Receivable
Up to 30 days
Over 90 days

$ 1,416,699 $ 1,691,561 $
–
–
$ 1,416,699 $ 1,691,561 $

Due From
Related
Parties

Total

– $ 6,498,354 $ 9,606,614
72,000
–
72,000
72,000 $ 6,498,354 $ 9,678,614

The following table analyses the aging of the Company’s receivables as at December 31, 2017:
Accounts
Losses
Insurance
Receivable Recoverable
Balances and Accrued
From
Receivable
Interest
Reinsurers
Up to 30 days
Over 90 days

$ 1,695,493 $ 2,296,397 $
–
–
$ 1,695,493 $ 2,296,397 $

Due From
Related
Parties

Total

870,430 $ 6,474,396 $ 11,336,716
72,000
–
72,000
942,430 $ 6,474,396 $ 11,408,716
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
Liquidity Risk
Liquidity risk is the risk that the Company will not be able to meet its financial obligations as they
become due. The Company is exposed to daily calls on its available cash resources for the payment
of claims and operating expenses. In order to manage liquidity, management seeks to maintain
levels of cash and short-term deposits sufficient to meet its liabilities when due, under normal and
stressed conditions, without incurring unacceptable losses or risking damage to the Company’s
reputation.
The following summarizes the contractual recovery or settlement of other assets held (within 12
months from the balance sheet date) and the maturity profile of the Company’s liabilities relating
to financial instruments and insurance contracts:
Current
Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Financial assets
Losses recoverable from
reinsurers
Insurance balances receivable
Accounts receivable and accrued
interest
Amounts due from related
companies
Total

$ 1,884,856
1,562,333

Liquidity margin

Current

December 31, 2017
Non-Current
Total

– $ 1,884,856 $ 1,472,586 $
– $ 1,472,586
12,288,071
13,850,404
2,433,621
9,251,269
11,684,890
–
–

72,000
1,691,561

942,430
1,695,493

–
–

942,430
1,695,493

1,416,699

–

1,416,699

2,296,397

–

2,296,397

6,498,354
$ 13,125,803

$

$

Total

72,000
1,691,561

Current
Financial liabilities
Premiums received in advance
Policyholder benefits payable
Funds held on behalf of clients
Reinsure balances payable
Amounts due to related
companies
Accounts payable and other
liabilities
Total

December 31, 2018
Non-Current

–
6,498,354
6,474,396
–
6,474,396
$ 12,288,071 $ 25,413,874 $ 15,314,923 $ 9,251,269 $ 24,566,192

December 31, 2018
Non-Current
Total

355,579 $
3,609,189
107,375
297,153
53,654

173,979
$ 4,596,929 $

Current

December 31, 2017
Non-Current
Total

– $
355,579 $
380,925 $
–
3,609,189
4,747,834
–
107,375
67,059
–
297,153
254,743
–
53,654
77,285

– $
380,925
–
4,747,834
–
67,059
–
254,743

–
173,979
– $ 4,596,929 $

–
– $

151,009
5,678,855 $

$ 8,528,874 $ 12,288,071 $ 20,816,945 $ 9,636,068

–

77,285
151,009
5,678,855

$ 9,251,269 $ 18,887,337
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
The Company is dependent on the continued support of the Parent Company and/or related through
common control companies. The Company has obtained a commitment letter from its Parent
Company to further finance operations and maintain solvency if needed.
Market Risk
Market risk is the risk that changes in market prices such as equity prices, interest rates and foreign
exchange rates will affect the Company’s income or the value of its holdings of financial
instruments. The objective of the Company’s market risk management is to manage and control
market risk exposures within acceptable parameters, while optimizing the return.
Interest-Rate Risk
The Company invests in managed funds, the fair values of which are affected by changes in interest
rates. Details of interest rate risk on related party balances are disclosed in Note 12. The
Company’s interest rate risk exposure on its corporate bond securities is not considered significant
as they are classed as held-to-maturity.
Currency Risk
The majority of the Company’s financial assets and liabilities are denominated in Bermuda dollars
therefore the Company is not normally exposed to significant currency risk.
Equity Price Risk
The Company is subject to equity price risk due to daily changes in the market values of securities
in its fund and equity portfolios. Equity price risk is actively managed in order to mitigate
anticipated unfavorable market movements where this lies outside the risk appetite of the parent
company’s Investment Committee. Diversified portfolios of assets are held in order to reduce
exposure to individual equities. At the balance sheet date, management estimates that a 10%
increase in prices for securities held, with all other variables held constant, would increase net
income by approximately $5,300. A 10% decrease in equity prices would have a corresponding
decrease in net income.
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9. Risk Management and Financial Instruments (continued)
Limitations of Sensitivity Analysis
The sensitivity information included in this note demonstrates the estimated impact of a change in
a major input assumption while other assumptions remain unchanged. In reality, there are normally
significant levels of correlation between the assumptions and other factors. It should also be noted
that these sensitivities are non-linear and larger or smaller impacts should not be interpolated or
extrapolated from these results. Furthermore, estimates of sensitivity may become less reliable in
unusual market conditions such as instances when risk free interest rates fall towards zero. Finally,
a compound impact of several assumption changes has not been devised.
10. Capital Management and Statutory Requirements
Capital Management
The Company’s capital base is structured to exceed regulatory and internal capital targets while
maintaining an effective capital structure. The Board of Directors is responsible for designing the
Company’s capital plan with management responsible for the implementation of the plan. The
policy is designed to ensure that adequate capital is maintained to provide the flexibility necessary
to take advantage of growth opportunities, to support the risks associated with the business and to
provide returns to shareholder. The policy is also designed to provide an appropriate level of risk
management over capital adequacy risk, which is defined as the risk that capital is not or will not
be sufficient to withstand adverse economic conditions, to maintain financial strength or to allow
the Company to take advantage of opportunities for expansion. The Company is required by the
Bermuda Monetary Authority to maintain certain levels of capital and surplus. At the balance sheet
date the Company has met these requirements.

57

Colonial Life Assurance Company Limited
Notes to Financial Statements (continued)
(Expressed in Bermuda Dollars)

10. Capital Management and Statutory Requirements (continued)
The Company’s capital base consists of common share and contributed surplus, net of accumulated
deficit.
Shareholder’s Equity
2018

2017

Authorized share capital of par value BD$1 each:
4,000,000 (2017 – 4,000,000) ordinary shares

$ 4,000,000 $ 4,000,000

Issued and fully paid:
4,000,000 (2017 – 4,000,000) ordinary shares

$ 4,000,000 $ 4,000,000

Contributed Surplus
Contributed surplus represents amounts paid to the Company by the shareholder in addition to its
subscription to the Company’s share capital.
Statutory Requirements
The Company is registered as a long term (Class C) insurer pursuant to the Bermuda Insurance
Act 1978 and accordingly is required to meet and maintain certain standards of solvency and to
maintain a minimum margin of solvency under the Act of $500,000. At December 31, 2018, the
Company’s statutory capital and surplus was $16,909,073 of which $18,812,195 comprised
statutory capital and $1,903,122 pertains to the Company’s accumulated deficit. Accordingly, no
retained earnings are available for distribution to the shareholder.
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10. Capital Management and Statutory Requirements (continued)
Actual statutory capital and surplus at December 31, 2018, as determined using statutory
accounting principles, is as follows:
2018
Total shareholder’s equity
Less non-admitted assets:
Property, plant and equipment
Intangible assets
Prepaid expenses

2017

$ 17,279,567 $ 15,921,885
(192,763)
(293,706)
(12,328)
(32,492)
(165,403)
(110,973)
$ 16,909,073 $ 15,484,714

Cayman Statutory Requirements
The Company must separately disclose Cayman risk according to the insurance laws of the
Cayman Islands.
2018
Premiums/policy fees written/received
Reinsurance premiums ceded
Net insurance premium revenue
Net claims benefits

$
$
$

2017

2,149,393
718,729
1,430,664
–

$
$
$

1,981,808
728,763
1,253,045
–

Included in the provision for future policy benefits is negative $974,113 (2017 – $935,385
negative) which represents the portion related to Cayman Risk. The reasonableness of the Cayman
provision for future policy benefits is supported by a separate independent actuarial study in
accordance with the Company’s accounting policies stated in Note 2.
Due from reinsurers at year end amounted to $Nil (2017 – $Nil) and represents the net amount for
Cayman recoveries. These reinsurers have been rated as A- or higher by AM Best.
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10. Capital Management and Statutory Requirements (continued)
In order to comply with the insurance laws of the Cayman Islands the Company has investments
in bonds and cash totaling $2,099,294 (2017 – $2,056,981 (cash only)) in a Cayman Trust held in
favor of the Cayman Islands Monetary Authority in compliance of the Authority’s requirements.
The bonds are held at amortized costs.
There are no liens or encumbrances on the Company’s assets.
11. Segregated Funds
Managed funds comprising the segregated funds are as follows:
2018
Colonial Life Unit Trust – American Growth Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – Emerging Companies Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – American Value Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – Global Equity Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – European Equities Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – Global Bonds Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – SE Asia Equities Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – Balanced Fund
Colonial Life Unit Trust – Global Equities-Active
Colonial Life Unit Trust – Cash Equivalent

2017

$ 17,891,584 $ 20,793,013
6,939,562
8,841,837
5,632,089
6,740,978
10,384,342
11,628,515
3,863,001
4,918,474
8,184,700
7,740,910
2,431,890
2,729,947
4,923,411
5,873,028
5,407,600
6,660,552
1,056,912
983,963
$ 66,715,091 $ 76,911,217

Colonial Life Unit Trust is registered as an exempted trust in the Cayman Islands. The trust is
organized as a Multi-Fund Unit Trust, providing for the creation of any number of classes of units.
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11. Segregated Funds (continued)
Changes in net assets during the year are as follows:
2018
Net assets at beginning of year
Increase during the year:
Amounts received from policyholders
Net increase in market value investments
Decrease during the year:
Amounts withdrawn by policyholders
Amounts withdrawn for policy fees, mortality and
rider premiums
Surrender values reverting to Company
Net decrease in market value investments
Net assets at end of year

2017

$ 76,911,217 $ 66,424,107
6,948,758
–
6,948,758

9,548,633
12,529,771
22,078,404

(9,002,113)

(10,109,040)

(1,111,306)
(93,196)
(6,938,269)
(17,144,884)

(1,357,095)
(125,159)
–

(11,591,294)

$ 66,715,091 $ 76,911,217

These segregated funds, which are redeemable on a monthly basis, are classified under Level 2 of
the fair value hierarchy.
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12. Related-Party Transactions
The Company is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Colonial Group International Ltd. (incorporated in
Bermuda). The Company’s ultimate parent is Edmund Gibbons Limited (incorporated in
Bermuda).
The following transactions were carried out with related parties:
(a) Income and Expenses
2018
Income
(Expense)
Reinsurance premiums assumed1
Claims paid1
Administration expense1
Rent2
Investment advisory fees3
Commission expense4

$

518,918 $
(61,375)
(57,795)
(310,834)
(31,491)
(449,939)

2017
Income
(Expense)
519,806
(32,000)
(55,735)
(310,754)
(41,933)
(412,363)

1

On January 1, 2012, the Company entered into a quota share group life reinsurance agreement
with Colonial Medical Insurance Company Limited (CMICL), a company related through
common control. Under this agreement, the Company assumes 50% of the net group life insurance
premium to CMICL with a 10% administration fee charged to the Company.

2

Rent expense is charged by a company related through common control for the rental of office
space and other group overhead expenses.
3

The Company pays investment advisory fees at 0.5% of total net asset value of the investment
portfolio to Clarien Bank Limited, a company related through common control.

4

The Company pays an affiliated entity, British Caymanian Agencies Limited, commission for the
sale of its products in Cayman.
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12. Related-Party Transactions (continued)
(b) Year-end Balances
2018

2017

Due from related companies
Gibbons Management Services Limited (GMSL)
$ 6,407,804 $ 6,426,190
Colonial Medical Insurance Company Limited (CMICL)
41,047
14,236
Atlantic Medical Insurance Limited
45,420
33,970
4,083
Colonial Insurance (BVI) Limited
–
$ 6,498,354 $ 6,474,396
2018
Due to related companies
British Caymanian Agencies Limited
Colonial Insurance Company Limited (CICL)
Colonial Insurance (BVI) Limited

$
$

26,325 $
27,329
–
53,654 $

2017
20,983
54,205
2,097
77,285

The amounts due to and from companies related through common control are due on demand. The
amount due from GMSL was structured in 2016 into individual loan notes with varying maturities
through to 2045. Interest on the notes continues to be settled monthly and the settlement of any
maturing loan notes occurring on June 30 of the year for which they become due. No provisions
are held against amounts due from related parties (2017 – $Nil). The balance due from GMSL
bears interest at 5.75% per annum. The balance due to CICL is repayable on demand and bears
interest at a rate of 3% per annum. Included in investment income is interest expense of $4,145
(2017 – $4,343) and interest income of $372,202 (2017 – $380,267) from related parties. Balances
with all other related parties are non-interest bearing.
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12. Related-Party Transactions (continued)
(c) Investments
During the year, the Company used Clarien Bank Limited and its wholly owned subsidiaries
(Clarien) for certain banking, investment custodian, and investment management services. Prior
to December 31, 2013, the Company and Clarien were related by common control. On
December 31, 2013, CGIL’s parent company, Edmund Gibbons Limited (EGL), disposed of its
controlling interest in Clarien. The Company and Clarien remained related parties due to a minority
equity interest retained by EGL in 2014. During 2015 EGL has regained a 100% controlling
interest in Clarien. During 2017 NCB Financial Group Limited acquired 50.1% if Clarien Group
Limited with EGL retaining a 31.98% shareholding.
At December 31, 2018, the Company had no (2017 – 1) positions with no aggregate carrying value
(2017 – $147,711) in investment funds managed by Clarien Bank Limited.
At December 31, 2018 investments at fair value for trading with a value of $4,258,688 (2017 –
$2,433,621) and investments held at amortized cost with a value of $7,587,484 (2017 –
$7,239,538) were held and managed by Clarien Bank Limited. At December 31, 2018 segregated
funds of $66,715,091 (2017 – $76,911,217) were held in trust with Clarien Bank. The transactions
with Clarien Bank Limited occur on standard commercial terms.
(a) Key Management Compensation
Compensation to key management employees deemed to be related parties under IAS 24 was as
follows:

Short term employee benefits
Defined contribution pension and medical insurance
expenses

2018

2017

$

323,167 $

305,052

$

38,780
361,947 $

32,016
337,068
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13. Revenue From Contracts With Customers
Effective January 1, 2018, the Company adopted IFRS 15 “Revenue from Contracts with
Customers” which requires disaggregation of revenues prior to the deduction of associated
expenses.
Disaggregation of Revenue from Contracts with Customers
Sources of Revenue
Policy fees
Enhanced allocation
Total
Promoter fees
Total Contract Income

2018

2017

$

102,039 $ 107,864
285,329
355,482
387,368
463,346
1,532,343
1,419,769
$ 1,919,711 $ 1,883,115

14. General and Administrative Expenses
2018
Staff costs (refer below)
Rent, maintenance, insurance and power
Depreciation and amortization (Notes 7 and 8)
Marketing
Computer expenses
Professional and legal fees
Office
Travel
Memberships and subscriptions
Corporate Fees
Donations
Communication
Other expenses including finance charges

2017

$ 1,942,335 $ 1,728,700
460,867
449,756
145,951
173,088
5,201
5,727
246,297
218,196
582,398
510,478
52,588
54,767
137,116
86,113
24,783
21,608
161,851
162,885
726
868
40,194
38,146
102,075
89,063
$ 3,902,382 $ 3,539,395
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14. General and Administrative Expenses (continued)
Staff Related Expenses
The Company maintains a defined contribution pension plan for all full time employees. The
monthly contributions by the employees and the Company are based on 5% of the employees’
salaries. The Company’s portion of the contributions vests over 2 years. The Company paid
contributions for the year amounting to $55,244 (2017 – $65,377 which are included in staff costs
in the general and administrative expenses in the statement of comprehensive income.
15. Change in Non-Cash Operating Working Capital
2018
(Increase) decrease in:
Accounts receivables and accrued interest
Insurance balances receivable
Losses recoverable from reinsurers
Prepaid reinsurance premiums
Prepaid and other assets
Deferred acquisition costs
Increase (decrease) in:
Funds held on behalf of clients
Accounts payable and other liabilities
Premiums received in advance
Reinsurance balances payable
Policyholder benefits payable
Provision for future policy benefits
Reinsurance liabilities

$

2017

879,698 $ (1,157,495)
3,932
143,151
870,430
(413,488)
17,601
84,050
(54,430)
58,902
115,234
2,685,705

40,316
(57,556)
22,970
(15,881)
(25,346)
(11,129)
42,410
(283,770)
(1,138,645)
656,562
(472,397) (6,415,983)
844,811
3,728,363
$ 1,146,584 $ (998,569)

16. Subsequent Events
The Company has completed its subsequent events evaluation for the period subsequent to the
statement of financial position through April 24, 2019, the date the financial statements were
available to be issued. During this period, there were no subsequent events requiring disclosure or
recognition in the audited financial statements.
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